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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate how
Korean families with traditional family back grounds adjust to a
foreign culture and maintain the family structure in a cultural
systen where roles, values, and living conditions are quite different
from those 1n Korean setting. Two major relationships are analyzed: \
that between wife and husband, and that between parents apd children.
The data for this ana1y51s vwere gathered through ‘interviewing 40
Korean families living in the Atlanta area. A separate interview with
wife and husband was carried out, and the families were chosen
according to occupational categories. Findings indicate that shifting
of the family structure from an independent type to a joint type
system seems to create role conflicts between the Korean wife and
Korean husband. TIn the j01nt type, wife and husband are involved
together in socio-economic activities. Furthermore, living in two
cultural worlds creates a state of anomie where wife and husband do
not have clear-cut expectations of each other. Communication problenms
in English, inability to drive by wives, differences in
socio-ecological systems, degrees of acculturation by both wife and
husband, stress caused by living in a foreign culture, and limited
social interaction seemed to be sources of conflict for Korean
families in the U,S. (Ruthor/Jl) . .
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INTRODUCTION(

Korean family ofganlzaflon’ls éased on the teachings of Confucius
(551-478 B.C.) who was a pracf}cal man as well ag a philosopher in
China. His ldea was to conserve the best of the past. Theréfore, he
centered his wrl$lngs on concepfg;of personal verurenreléfed chiefly
to the family membefs.’ Confuclug constructed his soc!al Thought éround.
five human refationshlps, four of which are related to the famPly: (1)
between father and son, (2) between husband and wife, (3} between brqfher
and broThér, (4) between members of one famlly and of another famlly,y
and (5) between King and subject (Bogardus 1968:56).

| " A drastic change in the Tradijlonal”fahlly sTrucTure‘fn Korea

was brought about by the sudden flow of American culfure‘lé}o Korea
after 1950. The Korean war brought many American soldiers and civilians
Into Korea, and for the first Tl%e {n hlsﬁbry; the Korean pebple soon ~\\-
hqd an extensive, direct, .-and massive contact with American people and
+helr(Ful+urei As the result pf an ]pfénslve interaction between Korea
and the Unlited States, many Koreans Qere able to come to the United
S%afes as éfu&en*s, businessmen and profesglonal workers. According
tp one source (Kim 1974), 57,129 Koreans were reported ;; emigrants
during the 1950-1971 period.
.( The purpo§e offfhis study Is to investigate how Korean fam{lles-

with traditional family backgrounds ad{;i:fTo a foreign culture and

maintain the family structure in a culture system where roles, values

‘ £nd Jlving conditions are quite different from the Korean sefong.

The author attempted fo analyze two major relationships: between wife

Te

and husband, and between parents and chlLdren:

3 ‘
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The data for Thjs analysls were gathered through Interviewing -

" forty Kérean families living In the Atlanta area. A sepérafe Interview

with WIfe and husband was carried out, and the familles were chosen

accordlng Tq,occupaflonal catagorles: T éfudenf famllles, (2)

buslnessmanvfamllles, and (}) professlonal worker famllles. There

were approximately thirteen famiiies each. The sample had the.foliowing

background characteristlcs: husbands were approximately 34 years of

age, w}ves were 30 y@érs of'agef‘husbands generally had an M.A. degree,

wives generally»haﬁ a B.A. degree; husbands had beén In the United

States approxlma¥ély four.years, wives héd resided In the Unlted

States flve\years; the fémlly size was;approxlmafely 3.7 and the mean

family Income was $11,600.00.
. a R .

FINDINGS

Relatlonship Between Husband and Wife

Bott (1957:53) defines three types of familial activities: (1)

complementary, (2) Independent, and (3) jolnt. In complementary
/

organization the activities of husband and wife are different and
“separate but fitted together to the family as a whole. In independent -
organization activities are carried out separately by husband and wife

. without reference to each other. In Joint organization activities are

carried out by husband and wife together, or the same activities are
carried out by elther partner at different times.
Korean fam]ly structure In Korea is |Independent where the wife

has 1ittle knowledge of the husband's actlivities outside of the home,

4
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and she Is not expected to knéw about them. However, Korean famijly
organization in the United States has little to do with independent
type of organlzaTlon, but is more centered upon joint organization.
Husband and wife expect to carry out many activities tfogether with a
minimum differentiation of role and interest. They plan family affairs
o together and exchange many roles at home and elsewhere, and spend

most of thelr IquureATIme jodgfher.

The confllcT.beTween wife and husband seems to arlse because
there Is no clear cut role differentlation beTw;en wife and husband.
Both the wlfé and husband perform the roles as prbvlder, driver, cook,
baby sitter, shopper, étc. In Korea, there Is a clear cut dlstinctlon
of certain roles which wives play and do not play, and which husbands
play and do not play. The roles of driver, cook, baby sitter and shopper
were never performed by the husband In Korea. ODriving is done by
professional drivers, co;klng Is done by the wlfe‘or housemaid and.baby
sitting I's hone by females not by adult males. Playing unexpected
or new roles Is more burdensome than playing those that are strict
bd} expected, and the situatlon may create conflléfs between husband
and wiFe, and?parenfs and chlldren, because they are confronted with
Incompatible expectations kGrogs 1966:287-288). °

Accordling to the findings in this study, problems between husband
and wife seem to occur for Thé following reasons: (1) for the husband,
attending to shopplng, a time consuming activity; no dominance of
husband; hard work by wife because of no housemald; dIfference in

Interest, such as choice of TV program, sports, etc.; too much interference
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by wlfe; and, monotonous living. (2) For the wife, shopplig Is always

hurried; husband expects things.to. be the same as In Korea; too much’

work by wlfe because of no housemald; dlfference In Interest, . such

as éholce of TV program, sports, etc.; |lmlited moblltity because of
belng unablelfo drive; and, monotonous llvlqg.' |

The above problems seem to arlse because of llving In a new culture.
The problems both sexes’rqpognlze are closely related to each other.

“ .
Korean famll}es In America have |Imlted soclai InTerachons,'and thus
most ofAThe time Is speﬁ# wl;b family members. The |lving pattern Is
repetitive a:d there Is no actlvity #o refresh the mind except for
famlly plcnlcs or group gatherlngs a féw times a year. |In addltlon,
Koreans, és a mlnorlty»group'ln the Unlted Sfafes,.face communlcatlion
problems and psychologlcal stresses wﬁlch result from anxlety to
succeed In school work, busliness, and professions.

Internal problems are always related to external problems or vice- e
versa. The problems husbands face wlith wives In Terms‘of shopplng
belng so time consuming Is both Internal, oxTernéI, and culfuraJ. It
Is expected by The Korean husbénd that shopplng Is the wife's busliness. ,
On the ojher hand, thls problem Is also related To'The wife's abllity

to drlve and communlcate in Engllish. According to this survey, more

-
than 50% of Korean wlves are not able to drive and communicate In

‘Engllsh.

The complalnt of the husband that he has no domlnance over hls
wife and the complafn% by the wife that her husband expects the same

as In Korea are complementary problems. In Korea, wlves are-not
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Involved in their husbands: affairs, and housework is performed by
wives, and husbands do not pay attention to domestic matters if Théy
are trivial. HoWever, In the Unlfed’STaTes, domestic affalré cannot
be solved by wives alone and they need help froﬁ“husbands.‘ On the
other hand,mhusbands glone cannot solve exTernaI'probiems'because
wives are lnvolved'as long as they are socio-economic méffegs.
Therefore, any declsion making Is done Jointly. 4n thls respect,
the husband feels no domlnance over his wife, but éffen they expect

thelir wives to behave as |f they were In Korea. To ye brief, the

husband expects hls wife to malntaln the roles/and attitudes she had

In Korea, i.e., to accept his oplnléns on decislons. Structurally,

however, thls |Is Impossible because the husband-wife relationship In

the United States Is dlfferent from that found In Korea.

Yo

"1t is more difflcult for Korean.women to live In the Unlted
States than for Korean males. Although husbands Belp their wives in
many wayé; wlvqs stlll haye to’ overcome hardsh]ps which they would not
face if they. were In Korea. Having a job, no housemalid, chlldren's

dléclpllne, house cleaning, etc., makes wkves tired and when husbands

“and ‘wives are mutuatly tired, It Is Ilkely to create preblems.

The cause of problems between husband and wife can be classified
Into Tﬁ; following categories: ([) socio-cultural, (2) ecological, #
and (3) economical. The socio-cultural cause Is derived from family
organlzaflon ln.;R American social structure, which requires husband
and wife to be rgIaTed closely. |t aiso Is derlved from fhe conflfct

between the Korean value system and the American value system. The
o . X

o
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cholice of vaiue system may be optionai debendlhg upon the sltuation
the husband and wife face. The state of’énomle may affect elther the
husband or wife. If Koreans are not aimlnorlfy group and their inter-
acf}on sphere is-broad so that the husband and wife will be abie to
find thelr own social Intzraction for reileving thelr psychological
burden-such as recreation, soclailzation, and free communlcaTloﬁ,’Thé
probiem between husband and wlfe may be reduced.

The ecoiogicai cause wouid inciude cross-cultural differences.
For exampie, appilcaflon-of édyanced technology In dal}y living, dis-
persed services proJlded by the community, and house structure which
allows ciose face-to-face contact, and conflnes fami iy members to the
house.

The economical fac*oF occup?es an Iimportant part in The problems

between husband and wife. if a famlly Is rich enoud' sb that the wife's

work Is not necessary and if They can bring someonq from Korea to take
care of chlidren and housework, the probiems can p sslbly be reduced
to a greéf extent. However, The confiict befweenwAusband and wlfe
.hay be reduced according to the extent of how much one can adjust to

a different cuiture, that is, the degree of accuituration and assimi-
iation. Even though probiems are great, as far as this study Is con-

cerned, no case of divorce has been known. .

Relaflonshlp wlith Parents and Chilidren

Traditionally, Korean parents and chiidren have dlfferenf types
of reilationships accordlng'To age levei. 11t may be ciassified as

(1) period of affection, (2) period of dlscipiine and education, and




(3) period of duflfulﬁess. There is no ciear. cut distinction of the
periods and Some do overlaé In the course of gqufﬁ and deveiopment,
but It generally follows the process from infant to aduit. More affec-
tlon is given to an infant and when a child starts to talk and behave,
education and disclpiine begin and it continues until he or she Is
grown and gets marrled. Discipline and education of a son Is more
strict and there are efhlcél as w;II as academic considerations in-
volved. However, upon marrlage, somewhat indirect and less strlct
s

guidance Is given to hfm. Marriage Is the sign that one Is now an aduit
and from this period dutifulness to parents begins and contlnues until
the parents pass away. .

Through thls process, éklldren learn to become aduits and to re-
spect parents. Therefore, there was littie gap/)n terms of vaiue
system between parehfs and son. At the present Tlme; thls tradltional
concept of parent-child reléflonshlp Is still heldy but the generation

gap Is becoming greater. Nevertheless, subordinatlof to parents is an.

ethicai stahdard and it Is a soclal term. !o son or déughfer Is ex-
N

Sl -

pected to beh;ve against thelr pérenjs.
The foilgwlng Is a summary of the responses by Korean.parenfs in
Atlanta to a duesflon regarding problems‘wifh children: communication
prbblem (in English and Korean); generaflon‘gap (difference in value
system, e.qg., dating problgm): children have foo c]ose access to adults
Qecausé‘of hou;e sfrucfufe‘and lack of frlends to phay wl!th; chlldren's
soclallization; home education; food‘andlclofhgs preference; énd, no

baby sitter. Both mothers and fathers gaVe mostly identical responses

and they seem to have the same feellng toward thelr chlIdren.

I
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The obvious problem with children is that of WUnlcaﬂon in
Korean and English. Chlldren\fend’Wo speak better English than fhelr
parégls ang many parents have had the expsglencé of hav!ng their
Engl Ish corrected by their children. I+ has been observed by the
parents that chlldren were abfe to speak fluent English after belﬁg In

|
the United States for three years or_more.

Improvement of communlcation {;“éngllsh'by their chlldren brings
another problem, name[y that fhey are forgetting the Korean language
~and/or are unable fo speak in Korean. Mosf parents speak Korean at
home and also encourage thelr children to speak Korean so that they
can maintaln abllity to speak Korean. Therefore, In most cases, the
communication between parents and children s bilingual; parents In
Korean and children in English. -

Another important problem Is that of value contlict between parents
and. their chiidren. Korean parenfs are trying hard to tedch Korean
values af home but chitdren are learning Amerlcan values faster because
of fhel# a;soclaflon'wlfh American chjidren.at school and in the
community, and they are most strongly Influenced by their American
teachers. |

The following case study ma* be a goodbexample of a value confiict
between parents and chiidren. A—feénaged Korean glrl being in this
coun‘rry‘r about eight years iearned about dating with a boy friend. .
However; according to Korean tradltion, dating for girls Is not allowed.

Her parehfs tried very hard to stop her from dating with an American

bqy, but their daughter did not listen.  Furthermore, It was a matter

-
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of shame for the parents to have other Koreans know about thelr daughter's

O

dating. The conflict between parents and daughter was obvious. Her

B

¥ parents tried hard to convince their daughter that Korean e+ﬁlcs and
. . Susfom would not aIIoQ her to date. At the same’flme, the gaughter had
something to say. She indlcated the fact that.she Is living In the
_United States and she | IKes American ways and she hates the Korean
way, although she realizes that she Is a Korean. !
. The pfoblem seems to arise ffom the conflict of value system as
a result+ of culture contact. Korean children, like other orliental
children in the United States, are growing up In two worlds. The
clash of two cultures, represented by home on the one hand and by
school and community on the other, has meant a confllct of loyaltles
(Simpson 1958:533). *
Intimate contact with chlldren at hoite seems to be a problem
to parents. It is a Korean t+radition that chlldren are expected to
sfay away from adults. Since wafghlng feievlslon programs Is the maln
recreational activity for Korean parents and chlldren, there is no way
. : of avolding belng with the chlldren unless there is an additional room
IQ which children may play and watch feleylslon. Furthermore, mos+
Koréan chlldren suffer from lack of opportunities for social. Inter-
, ' ~actlion wl;h other chlldren, and thus home becomes the oﬁly place to
spend thelr leisure time. |
The problem of hore educafldn is rela%ed to the 5arenfs problem
of not belng able to speak éood English; the parents are not able 1o

!
hélp educate their children. Food and clothes preference would be

v
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the result of acculturatlon by chlldreﬁ: Korean chlldren go to

Anfer Ican schools and eat Amerlican food fof breakfast and lunch; dlnner
Is the onlf‘ al In whld% they eat Koreap food because‘parents prefer
Korean fogd for,dlnner. When chlldren»gef used to American food at
school, thuy e to prefer certain Amerlcan foods such as Aamburger,
hot dogé, efc. which the parents do not |lke. TDJS creates a problém
between pa}éhfs and children. Undoubtedly, ail Koreans, both adults
and children, seem to enjoy eating rlce and "Klmchee."3 The pd‘Plem
of clothes preference Is malnly with glrls who are attendlng secdndary
schools. They want to wear dresses as American glrls do but sometimes
parents do not allow thelr daughter to wear pants or sklrts that are
too short. This Is also an indicatlon of confllct between the young
and old, the traditional value sysfem and modern Trend;.

il

SUMMARY

Findings indlcate that shifting of the famlly structure frg% an
lndepepdenf type +o’a Jotnt type system seems to create role confllcts
between the Korean wife and the Korean husband. Korean égplly oréanlzg-
tlon In the United States is a joint type, ahd In this type, wife and
husband are involved together In socio-economic actlvlities. Further-
more, living in two culfﬁral wor lds creates The>sfdfe of anomle where ;

wlfe and husband do not have a clear cut concept of expectations from

one another. Thus the role concept becomes situational dependlnq

N

upon advantages of one another. These problems would not occur If
l .

Koreans were not a minority group. Communlication problems In English,

.
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.« * Inabllity to drive by wlves,-dlfferences lnYSOCIpeecdlog[cal systems,

-
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~degrees of acculjuratlon by both wife and husband,. stress caused by

ﬁ[vlng in a'fprelgn culture, and {imited SOCIai lhTeracTIon seemed ?6%

N

be sources.of confllct for Korean families In the United States.

Fh - 'The reIaTlonshlp between .children and parenTsvis under straln

» . . .
. .- . . ’

because of cOanlcTIng vagues'andffhe communication problems. Living-,
: ®
In Two worlds for both parenfs and chlldren must be hard The, coanIcT

- . -

beTwéen parenfs and chlldren arlses from the fact fha: children are more

— <o ’

rapldly accd1+uraTed InTo Amerﬁcan culture than thelr parenfs The

N .
” *

conflict would be greafer when parents are reTalnlng Korean Tradlflonal

values and chlldren are movnng ahead leaving Korean values behlnd :

‘(
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8 - ;@,;/ - NOTES —
‘LL sees . ‘ : - .'3"““"‘ » &
. The&emphasls on the fafher-SOn relaflonshlp Is'%%sed on the fact
' - Kogean famlly system Is a patrigrchy, with A paTrllocaI post—
marl?ar,reslgence pattern, patrilineal desggnt, agnate clarf ’
é. organizatiom, and the inherjtance of property by ene-or aII male
: mphe4rs Thergfore, In thé Korean family system, mén occupy ‘a
 dominant position, and respect for the. cdgflnuum of fami ly Iineage
o Ls an Pmporfanf fumcflon. o ‘%%%é

i

¥

“* The husband—wlfe reIaTlonshlp Is temporary and I+s maln function
Is To malnfaln the family llneage. The wife Is expected to bear
a sonuand she feels lnsecure In her- poslflon as a wife until she

has a son. The husbénd Is always superior to the wife and all 3 / ,‘

Imporfanf matters.at home are decided by the husband
ﬁwrs :
%ﬁﬁ% reIaTlonshlp between brofhers is Important In Korean famlly :
Ly ~structure. Mutual ald Is expected and having many sons protects
~*  parents and their family members from external affairs. The eldest
- :son has a strong obligation to support hls parents ahnd maintain -
" the continuation of thelr: family |ineage. The eldest son is
respected by the younger brothers, because of hls 'social and ethical
obligation, and he also disciplines the younger brothers.

t
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lnasmuch as the family combination Is esTabIlshed upon parent-
son, rafh?w’Than the husba®™ and wife relaflqpshlp, It Is obvious

“that the [atter has only secondary importance as compared with
the former. "The husband-wife relationship Is maintained by the
verTIcaI custom of dominance and obedience, and not the horizontal
"o6ne of equal ity and fraternity. The parent-son relationship lays
stress on unIIaTeraI, absolute obedience on the part
~of the son, the ‘relationship being that of blind submi55|on To

i The aufhorifarlan paternity.

[

2, A patrilocal rule of residence Is practiced by Korean families,
and the daughfer In-iaw Is expected to be dutiful +? her parehfs-
In~law as well as her husband. However, upon marriage, a daughter
{ s not expected to be dutiful to her own parents.

P

3. "Kimchee" is pickled cabbage with spices: salt, ground red pepper,
garlic powder or chopped garlic, ground sesame seed, and green
onion. It Is also mixed with oysters or anchovies, and carrots.

It Is very hot and gives a smell most Amerlcans would not I Tke
when It is plckled . -
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